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tendencies. This avoided all unworthy competition. While recog-
nizing limitations the law of varna admitted of no distinctions
of high and low. . . .My conviction is that an ideal social order
will only be evolved when the implications of this law are fully
understood and given effect to."17 Varna is, according to
Gandhiji, intimately, though not indissolubly, connected with
birth. He also believes that individuals belonging to every
varna must do bread-labour, i.e., physical labour enough for
their daily bread. Whatever people do with their body or mind
apart from bread-labour will be the labour of love for the com-
mon good for which no payment should be demanded.18
Gandhiji's social ideal thus implies fullest freedom to every
individual to devote himself to social service according to his
peculiar aptitude.

The ideal of bread-labour automatically leads to non-
possession and economic equality which non-violence also
implies. "Love and exclusive possession can never go together.
Theoretically when there is perfect love there must be perfect
non-possession."19 Thus the law of varna and the ideals of bread-
labour and non-possession will bring about complete economic
and social equality.

The ideals of non-possession and bread-labour also imply
an agricultural, rural civilization based on handicrafts. There
will be no room in this society for exploitation, the zamindari
system or capitalism. Everybody would be his own master and
none a hired labourer of another. We have discussed in
chapter VIII the moral, physical and economic advantages of
cottage industries.; Gandhiji is not against machinery as such
but he is against centralized mass production and profit motive.'
Centralized production leads to concentration of power, needs
control of big markets and vast quantities of raw materials and
leads to exploitation. A non-violent civilization, therefore, can-
not grow up on the factory system, but "it can be built on self-
contained villages."20 Gandhiji, however, welcomes "simple
tools and instruments and such machinery as saves individual

17 N. K. Bose, cited above, p. 205.
w See above, pp. 90-92.
J9 N. K. Bose, cited above, p. 200.
20 H., Nov., 1939, p. 331.